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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (Acres)  ...  , ..  ... 

Population  (Estimated)  ...  ... 

Number  of  separately  rated  hereditaments  as  at 
Rateable  Value  (as  at  1/4/69)  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  as  at  31/3/69 


• • • 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 0 0 0 

1st. April, 19 69. . 


0 0 0 

(Estimated) 


• • • 


35,770. 

5,740. 

2,183. 

90,067. 

£347.16.2. 


The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  are  directly 
or  indirectly  associated  with  agriculture.  The  District  is  a very  popular 
holiday  centre  and  many  hotels,  boarding  houses  and  farms  specialise  in 
seasonal  catering. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Bideford  Rural  District. 


Telephone:  BRADWORTHY  215. 


Cleverdon  House , 
Brad worthy. 
August,  1969. 


Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  dealing  with  the  Public  Health  and 
general  conditions  of  the  district  during  the  year  1-968. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

N.  Bowring  Betts. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

0O0 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births. 

Number  ..  . . ..  ..  ..  .. 

Rate  per  1000  population  ••  ..  , . ..  . . 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)..  .. 

Stillbirths. 

Number  • . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  ..  ••  . . 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . 

Infants  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  ..  ..  ..  . . 

Infant  Mortality  Rates. 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1000  total  live  births  . . . . 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  100  legitimate  live  births.  •• 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1000  total 
live  births)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  •• 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per  1000 

total  live  births)  ..  ••  ..  ..  ••  •• 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week 

combined  per  1000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  ..  . . 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ..  ..  ••  . . . • .. 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  ..  ..  . • 


8? 

16.9 

8 

2 

22.4 

89 

1 

11.5 
1.2 
0 

11.5 

11.5 

33.7 

0 

0 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


HOSPITALS. 

1.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  are  no  hospitals  for  the  reception  of  tuberculous  patients  in  this 
district.  Suitable  cases  are  admitted  to  Hawkmoor  Chest  Hospital,  Bovey 
Tracey . 

2.  ISOLATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Any  cases  of  infectious  diseases  which  cannot  be  isolated  or  properly  cared 
for  at  home,  are  conveyed  to  the  Kingsley  Hospital,  which  comprises  J>0  beds, 

4 cots  and  8 observation  cubicles. 

3.  POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION. 

Oral  Vaccine  is  now  being  used  for  this  purpose.  Persons  up  to  the  age  of 
40  years  are  eligible  for  vaccination. 

4.  GENERAL. 

The  Bideford  and  District  Hospital  serves  the  district  extremely  well  for 
General  Medical  and  Surgical  treatment.  The  hospital  contains  about  51  beds. 
Hospital  facilites  are  also  available  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary,  Barnstaple 
and  the  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital,  Exeter. 

5.  MATERNITY  CASES. 

Maternity  cases  may  be  admitted  to  the  North  Devon  and  District  Hospital, 
Barnstaple,  which  has  48  beds,  and  also,  by  arrangement  with  the  Devon  County 
Council,  to  the  Grenville  Nursing  Home,  Bideford. 

6.  DISTRICT  NURSING. 

There  is  no  District  Nurse  resident  in  the  District.  A District  Nurse 
from  Bideford  is  available  for  our  area  and  it  is  hoped  that  there  will 
be  a Nurse  resident  in  Hartland  again  in  the  near  future. 

7.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service.  Chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analysts  Messrs. 
Tickle  & Reynolds,  of  Queen  Street,  Exeter. 

8.  DISINFECTION  OF  INFECTED  BEDDING  AND  CLOTHING. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Bideford  and  District  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Board, 
any  infected  bedding  and  clothing  can  be  disinfected  in  the  steam  disinfecting 
apparatus  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

9.  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

There  is  a St.  John  Ambulance  stationed  at  Bideford  which  serves  the  rural 
district.  There  is  also  a separate  ambulance  stationed  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  which  is  used  for  the  conveyance  of  patients  suffering  from  any 
of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases. 
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10.  ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

Ante-natal  clinics ' are  held  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary,  Barnstaple. 

11.  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

There  are  child  welfare  clinics  held  at  Hart land  and  Bide ford. 

12.  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

A clinic  for  venereal  disease  is  held  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary 
twice  weekly. 

13.  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 

A clinic  is  held  twice  a month  at  Barnstaple. 

Ik.  BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINIC. 

A clinic  is  held  once  a month  at  the  North  Devon  Dispensary,  Barnstaple. 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


NOTIFICATIONS 

Diseases. 

Total 

Cases 

Total 

numbe  r 

Admitted 

deaths 

of  cases 

to 

notified 

Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

Diptheria 

• • 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

• « 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

• • 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

• • 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

• • 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

• • 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  and 

• • 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

Polioencephalitis 

• • 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

• • 

• • 

39 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

• • 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Encephalitis 

• • 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

Le thargica 

• • 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

• • 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  INi7ECTION  DISEASES 


Under  1 year 

1 year 

2 years 

3 " 

A 

'5-9  " 

10-14  " 
15-24  " 

25  & over 
Unknown 


Measles 
M F 
0 0 
0 1 
5 3 

5 4 

3 2 

5 10 
0 0 
0 1 
0 0 


Scarlet 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Fever 

F 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Whooping 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Cough 

F 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


18  21  0 0 


0 


0 


DIPT HER I A IMMUNISATION, 

This  is  now  combined  with  whooping  cough  vaccine  and  Tetanus  Toxoid  for 
children  under  5 years  of  age.  Older  children  are  given  a combination  of 
Diptheria  vaccine  and  Tetanus  Toxoid. 


TUEERCULOSIS 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  the  register  was  as  follows 


(a)  Pulmonary 


Males 

Females 


31st. Dec. 

1^68. 

3 


Males  . . . . 1 

Females  . . . . 5 


12 


Total 

cases 

on 

Register , 

December  51st, 

1967 

• • 

12 

it 

11 

u 

if  ? 1 

1966 

• • 

11 

u 
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11 

I! 

f?  ft 

1965 

10 

11 

it 

ti 

II 

?!  f? 

1964 

10 
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1962 

27 

it 
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?! 

if  ?l 

1961 

27 

it 
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ft 
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i960 

28 

11 
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if 
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1959 

28 

ti 

T? 

ff 

1958 

27 
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?f  H 

1957 

27 
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if 

ft  iff 

1956 

24 

11 

ft 

ft  ?? 

1955 

24 

11 

II 

ft 

ff 

ff  ?f 

1954 

23 

11 

tl 

if  tf 

1953 

27 

1.  NEW  CASES. 

During  the  year  1968  no  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  notified. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

(6ontd. ) 

The  following  are  the  notifications  for  the  preo©ding  twelve  yea rs:~ 


1967 

Pulmonary 

Non - Pu lm onary 

Total 

1 

0 

1 

1966 

0 

1 

1 * 

1965 

0 

0 

L ’ 

1964 

1 

0 

1 . 

1963 

1 

0 

1 k 

1962 

1 

0 

1 

1961 

0 

0 

0 

i960 

0 

0 

0 

1959 

1 

0 

1 

1958 

1 

1 

2 

1957 

2 

3 

5 

1956 

1 

0 

1 

MORTALITY  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 

TOTAL  DEATHS,  19 6 8 - 0 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  TIIE  SURVEYOR,  ENGINEER  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
PCS  THE  BIDEFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Grenville  House, 
The  Quay , 
Bideford. 

August,  1969. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  DIDEFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr, Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1968,  dealing  with  the 
various  matters  which  come  within  the  purview  of  this  Department, 

I am,  Mr, Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.J.DUNN, 

Surveyor. 

HOUSING 

It  was  anticipated  that  4 two-bedroomed  bungalows  would  have  been  built 
on  the  new  site  at  Hartland  during  the  year  under  review  but  various  factors 
prevented  start  on  same  until  well  into  1969* 

It  was  agreed,  in  principle,  that  a small  parcel  of  land  should  be  purchased 
at  Abbotsham  for  future  housing  development  and  this  is  being  pursued. 

The  Council  have  available  a number  of  sites  for  development  as  required  in 
future , 

New  houses  must  inevitably  affect  rents  of  existing  houses  following  the 
principle  agreed  by  the  Council  that  rents  should  be  pooled  but  the  rent  of  a 
three-bedroomed  type  house  in  the  district  is  the  next  to  the  lowest  for  any 
Rural  District  in  the  County,  some  of  which  are  twice  as  much  elsewhere  and  the 
average  for  all  Rural  Districts  is  well  in  excess  of  those  charged. 

Similarly,  rents  of  bungalows  erected  exclusively  for  old  people  is  the  nearly 
lowest  for  all  Rural  Districts  in  the  County,  being  well  below  average  for  the 
whole  of  the  districts. 

These  low  figures  may  be  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a small  rate 
fund  contribution  towards  housing  ‘which  the  Council  feel  is  necessary  in  the 
district  Where  in  0 levels  are  comparatively  low. 

Continued  progress  is  being  maintained  in  improving  pre-war  Council  Houses, 
providing  them  with  modern  amenities  and  these  are  lacking  only  in  houses  where 
essential  services  such  as  adequate  water  supply  or  sewer  have  made  improvements 
impossible . 

These  few  outstanding  dwellings  lacking  amenities  are  programmed  to  be  dealt 
with  in  the  near  future  as  essential  services  are  made  available. 

The  following  table  enumerates  the  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  in 
the  various  Parishes  and  whether  pre-war,  war-time  or  post-war  houses. 


Pre-war  Houses. 

Abbotsham  ..  ••  ..  2 

Alwington  . . • . . . 4 

Buckland  Brewer  ..  ••  ..  1 

Clove lly  ••  ••  ..  1 

Hartland  ..  ..  ••  4 

Littleham  . . . . . . 2 

Monkle igh  . . . . . . 2 

Parkham  • • • • . . ^ 

W oolsery  ••  ••  .•  2 

Total  . . • . 22 
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War-time  Houses 


In  1944  the  Council  built  four  houses 

Natcott,  Hartland  .. 

Crosspark,  Woolsery  . . 


2 

2 

¥ 


Post-war  Dwellings. 


Abbotsham  6 
Alwington  . . . . . . 6 
Buckland  Brewer  ..  . . , . 12 
Bulkworthy  . . ..  ..  2 
Clovelly  ..  . . . . 8 
East  Putford  . . . . #.  2 
Hartland  ..  . . ..  35 
Little ham  . . . . . . 4 
Monkleigh  ..  . . . . 22 
Newton  St.  Petrock  ..  ..  ..  4 
Parkham  . . . . . . 6 
Welcombe  ..  ..  ..  2 
Woolsery  ..  ..  ..  8 

Total  ..  ..  117 


During  the  year  8 private  dwellings  were  erected  in  the  district  and 
the  number  of  plans  submitted  for  approval  for  new  dwellings  during  the  year 
has  increased. 

HOUSING  GRANTS. 

There  is  a continued  increase  in  the  number  of  applications  for  grants 
in  the  improvements  of  private  dwellings  during  the  year  under  review,  namely:- 
34  applications  for  Standard  Grants  and  one  for  Discretionary  Grant. 

The  total  sum  of  £5*533  was  paid  out  in  respect  of  36  Standard  Grants 
during  the  year  and  £400  in  respect  of  one  Discretionary  Grant. 

It  is  known  that  a number  of  grant  applications  have  been  held  up  pending 
the  new  legislation  which  it  was  promised  would  give  increased  grants  for  both 
schemes,  Standard  and  Discretionary. 

The  new  legislation  with  high  levels  of  grant  will  give  an  added  impetus  to 
the  improvement  of  the  older  houses  in  the  district  but  the  scheme  worked  well 
in  the  past,  effecting  a great  improvement  in  housing  standards  in  the  Rural 
District. 

HOUSING  ACT.  1957 . 

Four  houses  which  were  considered  to  be  unfit  were  the  subject  of  Notices 
of  Time  and  Place  and  subsequently  Notices  of  Demolition  were  served  in  respect 
of  those  same  properties. 

The  Demolition  Orders  are,  however,  held  in  abeyance  pending  re-housing 
the  tenants,  after  which  the  properties  will  be  demolished  since  they  are  considered 
to  be  far  too  small  and  the  site  far  too  restricted  to  do  otherwise  with  them. 

There  are  no  Common ‘.Lodging  Houses  or  House  in  Multiple  Occupation  in  the 
district. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  North  Devon  Water  Board  are  the  Water  Authority  and  main  water  supply  is 
available  in  all  Parishes  in  the  district.  All  the  Villages  and  Hamlets  are 
served,  together  with  a considerable  proportion  of  the  surrounding  countryside. 

No  main  extensions  were  provided  by  the  Water  Board  during  the  year  and 
although  there  are  certain  parts  of  the  district  which  urgently  require  a mains 
supply  it  seems  unlikely  that  these  will  be  provided  in  the  near  future  owing  to 
the  high  cost  of  same  and  the  low  return  which  would  result. 

The  majority  of  the  water  forming  the  source  of  the  supply  is  obtained  from 
reservoirs  on  Exmoor  and  Dartmoor  but  some  smaller  sources  of  supply  are  available 
throughout  North  Devon  being  local  supplies  provided  some  years  ago  by 
individual.  Local  Authorities,  subsequently  taken  over  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board, 
of  which  Melbury  in  the  Parish  of  Parkham  is  one  such  supply.  Before  being  taken 
over  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  this  was  the  supply  for  the  Urban  District  of 
Northam  and  a few  properties  in  the  Rural  District. 
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The  water  from  the  mains  is  subject  to  sampling  for  bacteriological 
examination  of  samples  taken  throughout  the  district  and  all  these  have  been  found 
to  be  Class  1. 

Plans  by  the  Water  Board  to  provide  new  impounding  reservoirs  on  Dartmoor 
which  would  meet  peak  demand  have  not  yet  been  carried  out  with  the  result  that 
during  the  summer  months  when  the  population  served  by  the  Board  is  greatly 
increased  certain  restrictions  have  had  to  be  applied  in  the  use  of  water  for 
non-essential  purposes. 

21  new  domestic  connections  were  made  in  the  district  during  the  year  by 
the  Board  and  details  of  the  number  of  properties  supplied  for  each  of  the  Parishes, 
together  with  the  estimated  number  of  persons  supplied  is  detailed  hereunder :- 


PARISH  No.  of  domestic  Estimated 

properties  supplied.  No.  of  persons  supplied. 


ABBOTS HAM 

108 

308 

ALWINGTON 

83 

237 

BUCKLAND  BREWER 

99 

282 

BULKWORTHY 

15 

43 

CLOVELLY 

171 

487 

EAST  PUTFORD 

16 

48 

HARTLAND 

334 

990 

(Including  12 

houses 

on  standpipe 

supplies) 

LAND CROSS 

27 

77 

LITTLE HAM 

71 

198 

MONKLEIGH 

123 

351 

NEWTON  ST.  PETROCK 

50 

143 

PARKHAM 

157 

449 

WELCOMBE 

44 

92 

WOOLSERY 

158 

432 

A number  of  private  water  supplies  to  outlying  properties  continue  to  be 

the  sole  source  of  supply 

and  when  requested  samples  from  these  supplies  are 

taken  and  forwarded  to  the 

Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 

examination. 

During  the  year  seven 

samples  from  private 

supplies  were  taken,  two  of 

which  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  an  alternative  supply  was  found  in  these 

cases. 

SEWERAGE 

Following  the  supply 

of  main  water  in  the 

Villages  and  Hamlets  in  the 

district,  the  Council  have 

provided  sewers  and 

sewage  disposal  works  in  the  majority 

of  the  Villages  and  larger 

Hamlets  and  the  situation  with  regard  to  same  is  as 

detailed  hereunder:- 

Abbotsham 

completed  in  1968. 

Buckland  Brewer 

— 

completed  in  1952. 

Higher  Clove  lly 

- 

completed  in  1959* 

Lower  Clovelly 

- 

New  tidal  tank  provide 

in  1950. 

Ford/Fairy  Cross 

— 

completed  in  19&5# 

Hartland 

— 

completed  in  1961 • 

Horns  Cross 

completed  in  1948. 

Little ham 

— 

completed  in  1963* 

Monkle igh 

- 

completed  in  1957. 

Parkham 

— 

completed  in  1954. 

Saltrens 

— 

completed  in  1955. 

Stoke 

— 

completed  in  i960. 

Woodtown 

- 

completed  in  1965. 

Entirely  new  or  improved  sewers  and/or  sewage  disposal  works  are  required  in 

the  undermentioned  Village 

s and  the  present  position  is  detailed  in  each  case. 
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WOOLS ERY . Entirely  new  scheme  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 

Housing  and  Local  Government  - awaiting  starting 
date . 

DUCKS  CROSS  AND  BUCKS  MILLS.  Preliminary  plans  for  this  scheme  have  been  drawn 

up  but  cannot  be  proceeded  with  pending  a decision 
on  a planning  application  which  would  very 
materially  affect  the  scheme. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  extensions  to  the 
sewage  disposal  works  necessary  due  to  the 
unforeseen  development  having  taken  place  and 
30  further  dwellings  planned  for  the  Village. 

Extension  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  will  be 
necessary  in  the  near  future  to  accommodate  further 
development  of  23  houses  agreed  with  the  County 
Planning  Department  as  the  foreseeable  limit  of 
future  development. 

Extension  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  is 
necessary  before  further  development  can  be  carried 
out  in  the  Village. 

Trade  effluent  in  the  form  of  farm  drainage  formerly  passing  to  the  sewers  at 
Buckland  Brewer  and  Parkham  has  now  been  excluded. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Household  refuse  is  collected  from  the  majority  of  the  premises  in  the  district 
by  contract,  the  frequency  of  collection  being  fortnightly  in  the  summer  and  four 
weekly  collection  in  the  winter,  with  a weekly  collection  at  Hartland  throughout 
the  year  and  twice  weekly  collection  at  Lower  Clovelly.  Extensions  to  the  area 
receiving  the  service  were  made  during  the  year  but  a number  of  properties  in 
outlying  places  still  have  no  collection. 

It  is  considered  that'at  tho  earliest  opportunity  it  is  desirable  to  extend  the 
service  to  serve  the  whole  of  the  district  and  increase  the  frequency  of  collections. 

It  is  considered  that  whilst  the  arrangements  for  collection  of  refuse  by 
contract  have  worked  satisfactory  in  the  past,  a complete  service  with  more 
frequent  collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  district  can  only  satisfactorily 
and  more  economically  be  undertaken  directly  by  the  Council. 

The  Contractor  is  also  responsible  for  the  collection  of  litter  from  bins  on 
main  roads  throughout  the  district,  the  cost  of  which  is  reimbursed  by  the 
Highway  Authority  but  this  arrangement  could  be  extended  at  no  increased  cost 
if  the  service  was  run  directly  by  the  Department. 

The  main  refuse  dumps  serve  the  majority  of  the  district  which  are  situated 
in  open  country  and  two  smaller  dumps  are  in  operation  which  are  likely  to  be 
closed  shortly. 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  AND  RECREATIONAL  FACILITIES 

The  district  is  fortunate  in  having  a long  attractive  coastline,  at  internals 
along  which  there  are  a number  of  beaches,  which  although  small,  give  facilities 
for  recreation  and  safe  bathing. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  have  been  no  bathing  fatalities 
along  the  coast  during  the  year  or  for  a number  of  years  - this  may  be  due  in  part 
to  the  fact  that  the  beaches  are  not  frequented  by  the  same  numbers  as  elsewhere  but 
it  would  be  a virtually  impossible  task  to  provide  lifeguards  on  the  various  beaches  * 
and  past  experience  has  proved  that  their  services  have  never  been  required. 

It  is  a matter  of  regret  that  the  very  attractive  coastline  is  not  as  open 
to  the  general  public  due  to  lack  of  access  as  is  desirable  to  gain  the  maximum 
benefit  which  it  could  afford,  but  recent  legislation  points  to  the  possibility 
that  such  access  points  to  the  coast  which  exists  will  be  preserved,  improved  and 
provided  with  picnic  areas  with  car  parking  facilities. 


LITTLE HAM. 


PARKHAM. 


HORNS  CROSS. 
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It  is  considered  reasonable  to  hope  that  in  the  near  future  further  points 
of  access  to  the  beach  will  become  available,  a matter  which  is  under  continuous 
consideration  by  the  Council. 

Two  swimming  pools  are  available  for  use  by  the  public  provided  recently  in 
the  district  and  samples  of  the  water  are  taken  periodically  for  anlysis.  Both 
pools  have  adequate  facilities  for  the  filtration  and  chlorination  of  the  water 
used  in  same . 

CARAVAN  AND  CAMPING 

Camping  Sites 

There  are  six  licenced  caravan  and  camping  sites  in  the  district  in  addition 
to  which  there  are  seven  other  sites  used  by  Caravan  and  Camping  Club  Members. 

The  sites  are  spread  throughout  the  district  and  are  sufficient  to  accommodate 
even  the  very  large  numbers  of  holidaymakers  who  require  such  facilities,  including 
the  peak  periods  of  late  July  and  early  August. 

The  licenced  sites  are  provided  with  the  basic  amenities  of  a sufficient  and 
satisfactory  water  supply,  adequate  water  closets  and  means  for  the  collection  and 
disposal  of  refuse. 

All  the  sites  are  visited  frequently  during  the  summer  months  and  conditions 
bn  same  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Chalet  Sites 

In  recent  years  two  chalet  sites  have  been  established  in  the  district  and 
the  chalets  provide  modern  facilities,  including  bathrooms  and  are  a logical 
extension  of  holiday  pattern  with  improved  amenities  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
chalets  will  increase  in  popularity  in  the  coming  years. 

PLANS  AND  PLANNING  CONTROL 

Details  of  plans  submitted  to  the  Council  for  consideration  under  the 
Building  Regulations  and  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Acts,  are  as  follows:- 

Building  Regulations No.  approved.  144 

No.  refused.  NIL 

The  Building  Regulations  allow  plans  submitted  for  approval  to  be  referred 
back  for  amendment  if  they  do  not  comply  with  the  Regulations  and  subsequently 
resubmitted  - hence  it  is  extremely  unlikely  that  any  plan  would  be  refused. 

Town  and  Country  Planning  No.  approved.  Ill 

Acts . No.  refused.  34 

The  figures  for  both  plans  submitted  under  the  Building  Regulations  and  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Acts  shows  a considerable  increase  over  the  number 
submitted  last  year. 

Of  the  34  plans  refused  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  14  of 
these  relate  to  new  dwellings,  the  majority  of  which  were  refused  in  part  or 
entirely  because  they  were  in  the  open  countryside  or  contrary  to  other  planning 
policy. 

33  plans  for  new  dwellings  were  approved  which  were  subject  to  the  condition 
that  they  should  be  occupied  only  by  persons  whose  employment  is  or  whose 
latest  employment  was  in  agriculture  as  defined  by  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Acts  or  the  dependants  of  such  persons. 

With  the  object  of  preserving  the  countryside  and  coastline,  large  areas 
of  the  district  are  scheduled  as  of  •Outstanding  Natural  Beauty'  or 'Great  Landscape 
Value'  and  the’ Coastal  Belt',  within  which  development  other  than  that  essential  for 
agriculture  or  minor  additions  to  existing  dwellings,  is  not  normally  permitted. 

The  Villages  and  Hamlets  are  exempted  from  the  areas  referred  to  above  but 
planning  policy  which  has  the  object  of  preserving  the  countryside  is  considered 
in  many  cases  to  be  unnecessarily  strictly  enforced  and  this  policy  can,  and  does, 
lead  to  further  depopulation  of  the  countryside  which  cannot  be  to  the  general 
benefit. 
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PETROLEUM 


29  premises  in  the  district  are  licenced  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
petroleum  spirit. 

Periodic  inspections  are  made  of  the  installations  and  everything  was 
found  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  PREMISES  ACT 

Number  of  registered  premises  - Offices  2,  Retail  Shops  9,  Catering 
Establishments  9» 

32  inspections  were  carried  out  on  these  various  premises  and  they  were 
found  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of 
the  Factories  Act,  1937 « 

1*  INSPECTIONS  FQr  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 

made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspect- 

ions. 

(4) 

No.  of 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

Prose- 

cuted. 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,2,3»^  and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

2 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

(ii)Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

10 

15 

NIL 

NIL 

(iii)Other  Premises  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authorities  (excluding  out- 
workers* premises). 

2 

2 

NIL 

NIL 

Total  14  18  NIL  NIL 


1*  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND  - NIL. 

OUTWORK 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Nature 

Section  133 

Section  134 

of 

No.  of  out- 

No.  of  cases 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Notices 

Prose  o- 

Work 

workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 

of  default 
in  sending 
lists  to 

prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 

instances 
of  work 
in  un- 

utions, 

Section  133 

the  Council. 

supply 

wholesome 

(l)(c). 

lists. 

premises. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing)Making 

Apparel)etc. 

16 

to 

) cleaning 
)and 

) washing. 
)Total 

16 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

A ,rNILM  return  in  respect  of  food  poisioning  was  sent  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  for  the  year  under  review, 
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FOOD  PREMISES. 

Food  premises,  subject  to  the  food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960 
grouped  in  categories  are  detailed  hereunder. 


Total 

No. 

Sect.  16. 
W.H. Basins . 

Sect. 19 
(Sink) 
applic- 
able. 

Sinks 

provided. 

a. Catering. 

i.  Hotels 

7 

7 

7 

7 

ii.  Cafes  and  Restaurants 

8 

8 

8 

8 

iii.  Licensed  premises  not 

included  in  i and  ii. 

15 

15 

15 

15 

b, Grocers. 

15 

15 

15 

15 

c. Butchers . 

4 

4 

4 

4 

d. Bakers. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

e.kweet Confectionery. 

12 

12 

11 

11 

f .Others. 

I*  Icecream  Manufacturers. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

if.  Rabbit  killing  and  Dressing 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Inspections  are  made  periodically  of  these  premises,  and,  in  general,  the 
standard  of  Food  Hygiene  is  satisfactory.  It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to 
take  formal  action  in  respect  of  offences  under  the  Regulations. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES . 

Thera  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  all  meat  being  obtained  from 
centralised  slaughterhouses  in  other  districts. 

FOOD  PROCESSING. 

Thera  is  one  rabbit  processing  establishment  in  the  district,  the  throughput 
being  approximately  120,000  rabbits  in  I968. 

No  rabbits  are  bred  on  the  premises,  the  majority  being  raised  by  small 
farmers  and  householders  throughout  a large  area  of  the  south-west. 

The  rabbits  are  collected  alive  by  a Firm  and  transported  to  the  factory 
for  killing  and  processing. 

The  meat  is  supplied  under  contract  to  large  chain  store  groups  whose 
representatives  make  frequent  inspections  of  the  factory. 

Killing  and  processing  is  carried  out  largely  by  part-time  labour,  two  or 
three  evenings  per  week. 

No  major  problem  has  been  experienced  with  diseases  or  unfit  meat  only 
coccidiosis  causing  any  appreciable  wastage. 

Frequent  visits  were  made  to  the  establishment  whilst  processing  was  being 
carried  out  and  there  are  no  adverse  comments  to  be  made  on  the  methods  used. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOOD)  ORDER 

Number  of  licenced  premises  - 4. 

Inspections  of  the  plants  were  made  at  three-monthly  intervals  and  conditions 
of  sane  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 
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